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beneficiaries as well as the annual pre-
miums for certain unassigned coal
miners and eligible members of their
families. We will notify the assigned
operators of these assignments and
give each operator an opportunity to
request detailed information about an
assignment and to request review of an
assignment. We also inform the United
Mine Workers of America (UMWA)
Combined Benefit Fund Trustees of
each assignment made and the unas-
signed beneficiaries so they can assess
appropriate annual premiums against
the assigned operators. This subpart
explains how assigned operators may
request such additional information,
how they may request review of an as-
signment, and how reviews will be con-
ducted.

§422.602 Terms used in this subpart.

Assignment means our selection of the
coal operator or related person to be
charged with the responsibility of pay-
ing the annual health and death benefit
premiums of certain coal miners and
their eligible family members.

Beneficiary means either a coal indus-
try retiree who, on July 20, 1992, was el-
igible to receive, and receiving, bene-
fits as an eligible individual under the
1950 or the 1974 UMWA Benefit Plan, or
an individual who was eligible to re-
ceive, and receiving, benefits on July
20, 1992 as an eligible relative of a coal
industry retiree.

Evidence of a prima facie case of error
means documentary evidence, records,
and written statements submitted to
us by the assigned operator (or related
person) that, standing alone, shows our
assignment was in error. The evidence
submitted must, when considered by
itself without reference to other con-
tradictory evidence that may be in our
possession, be sufficient to persuade a
reasonable person that the assignment
was erroneous. Examples of evidence
that may establish a prima facie case
of error include copies of Federal,
State, or local government tax records;
legal documents such as business incor-
poration, merger, and bankruptcy pa-
pers; health and safety reports filed
with Federal or State agencies that
regulate mining activities; payroll and
other employment business records;
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and information provided in trade jour-
nals and newspapers.

A related person to a signatory operator
means a person or entity which as of
July 20, 1992, or, if earlier, the time im-
mediately before the coal operator
ceased to be in business, was a member
of a controlled group of corporations
which included the signatory operator,
or was a trade or business which was
under common control with a signa-
tory operator, or had a partnership in-
terest (other than as a limited partner)
or joint venture with a signatory oper-
ator in a business within the coal in-
dustry which employed eligible bene-
ficiaries, or is a successor in interest to
a person who was a related person.

We or us refers to the Social Security
Administration.

You as used in this subpart refers to
the coal operator (or related person)
assigned premium responsibility for a
specific beneficiary under the Coal Act.

[58 FR 52916, Oct. 13, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 38456, July 18, 1997]

§422.603 Overview of the review proc-
ess.

Our notice of assignment will inform
you as the assigned operator (or re-
lated person) which beneficiaries have
been assigned to you, the reason for
the assignment, and the dates of em-
ployment on which the assignment was
based. The notice will explain that, if
you disagree with the assignment for
any beneficiary listed in the notice of
assignment, you may request from us
detailed information as to the work
history of the miner and the basis for
the assignment. Such request must be
filed with us within 30 days after you
receive the notice of assignment, as ex-
plained in §422.604. The notice will also
explain that if you still disagree with
the assignment after you have received
the detailed information, you may sub-
mit evidence that shows there is a
prima facie case of error in that assign-
ment and request review. Such request
must be filed with us within 30 days
after you receive the detailed informa-
tion, as explained in §422.605. Alter-
natively, you may request review with-
in 30 days after you receive the notice
of assignment, even if you have not
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